Internal Audit Report 2025/26 – Summary – Karen Newton (Clerk)
The Internal Auditor completed the year-end audit on 3 June 2026 and found that the Council's financial records, banking arrangements, payroll, VAT accounting and general financial controls are operating satisfactorily.
The auditor made several recommendations to improve governance and compliance. The main areas identified for action are:
· Introducing a formal process for checking Council assets and ensuring the asset register matches the insurance schedule.
· Adding the location of public land and buildings to the published asset register to meet Transparency Code requirements.
· Publishing meeting minutes in a more accessible format on the website.
· Ensuring future AGAR documents are completed only after the Internal Audit has been received.
The auditor also suggested several good practice improvements, including:
· Adding approval dates and minute references to policies.
· Introducing a formal invoice authorisation process.
· Considering cyber security insurance.
· Improving budget variance reporting.
· Formally approving the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights.
Overall, the audit was positive and did not identify any significant weaknesses in the Council's financial management. The recommendations are largely aimed at strengthening existing procedures and ensuring continued compliance with governance and transparency requirements.

